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Dear Graeme 
 
PETITION PE1490: CONTROL OF WILD GOOSE NUMBERS 
 
Thank you for your letter of 3 May 2018 regarding the above petition from Patrick Krause on 
behalf of the Scottish Crofting Federation, requesting an update on progress in addressing 
the issues of goose management including those raised in the petition on the control of wild 
goose numbers, and when the Scottish Government is likely to publish the Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) report. 
 
Greylag Adaptive Management Pilots 
 
SNH established series of adaptive management pilots in 2012 to test whether local 
populations of resident greylag geese, a quarry species, could be managed effectively to 
reduce their impacts on agricultural activity, whilst retaining their conservation interest.  The 
four pilot projects operated in Orkney, Uist, Tiree & Coll and Lewis & Harris.  These pilots 
were time limited and intended to demonstrate ways of reducing agricultural damage that 
could then be carried forward by land managers on a self-help basis.  All the adaptive 
management Pilots for resident greylag geese came to a formal end in spring 2017.   
The Pilots in Uist, Tiree and Lewis & Harris were successful in reducing the greylag 
populations to within their range targets. The Pilot in Orkney has significantly slowed the 
increase in the resident greylag population (Figure 1, Annex). The cost of delivering the 
Pilots totals over £300,000 (Figure 1, Annex).   
 
Greylag geese are a quarry species which can be shot in the open season.  In 2017, SNH 
added resident greylag geese to the relevant General Licence enabling them to be shot to 
prevent agricultural damage in July and August without the need for individuals to apply for a  
 
licence during this period.  This means that control of resident greylag geese is permitted for 
seven months of the year (July – January) without the need for any individual licences.  SNH 
have streamlined licensing of greylag geese in the closed season to ensure there is no 
impediment to their control year round. 
 



 

In addition to managing population levels the Pilots introduced a trial project involving 
licenced sale of goose meat to promote sustainable use of the carcasses generated from the 
pilots. The EU gave its approval for sale to take place in the pilot areas, because of the 
controlled nature of the management, to March 2019.  We are supportive of a long term sale 
of greylag goose meat and are continuing to explore mechanisms to enable that to happen in 
the simplest way possible without jeopardising the conservation of other goose species or 
creating any food safety concerns. 
 
SNH is now providing support for transitional arrangements over the next 2 years (from 
March 2017 until March 2019) to help local groups embed the approaches developed in the 
pilots into long term, locally controlled management of these quarry species. A budget of 
£70,000 funding is committed to support this transition phase which is being used to 
undertake marketing studies to explore future sources of funding as well as supporting 
continued control goose populations. We expect local groups to develop future approaches 
that generate income from sources such as sport shooting and the sale of goose meat, and 
to identify the additional support needed to develop these activities further (e.g. access to 
mobile chill facilities). 
 
Local SNH and Scottish Government RPID staff will continue to provide advice to the local 
goose management groups as they transition from supported schemes to self-help 
approaches.  
  
In addition to the work on greylag geese in the adaptive management pilot areas, SNH are 
also working towards gaining a better understanding of the impacts that an increasing 
number of Greenland barnacle geese are having on crofting and farming on North Uist, Tiree 
and Luing.  They are investigating movements and use of agricultural areas and are looking 
to use the national payment framework (used for other goose schemes) as a basis for 
providing support where significant damage is occurring.   
 
SNH are also working with the Africa-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) to develop a 
flyway scale management plan for barnacle goose populations.  It is hoped that this will 
provide a structure within which management, and control, of barnacle goose populations 
can be undertaken across their ranges in agreement with other range states, in a way that 
ensures compliance with our international conservation obligations.  
 
National Goose Policy Framework Review 
 
SNH have produced  the Review and it has been submitted to Scottish Government officials. 
The Review will sent to the ECCLR Committee shortly. In the meantime, I can advise that 
the Review concludes that significant progress has been made in the delivery of goose 
management policy in Scotland since 2010 with the continuing improvement of goose 
management schemes, the development of the Islay Sustainable Goose Management 
Strategy (which establishes a mechanism for control of barnacle goose populations to 
prevent damage) and the delivery of the Greylag Adaptive Management Pilots.  The Review 
looks to consolidate the progress made and to promote further work with other range states 
to develop flyway wide approaches to mitigate goose impacts.  However, it recognizes that 
challenges remain due to increasing populations and range of some species and constraints 
on available funding. You will no doubt wish to consider this issue in further detail when all 
the work on the Review is completed and I send it to you in the next couple of weeks.  
     
 
Roseanna Cunningham 

 


